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‘BLATION OF ITS CONTENTE TO 
Ee QR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON [6 


NO. OF ENCLS. 


Since 1933, the Soviet Government hag published no statistics or other . 
informetion regarding el ther the amount of gold being mined, or the 
quantities of gold which the YSSR is holding In reserve. 


In 1932, a competent organization was get up for the intensive exploitation 

of the Kolyma goid deposits, This wos plaved under the police authority 

of "Daletroi,” whieh brought together an impocing lebor force of prisoners. 
This foree has, since then, been gonstantly renewed, to make up for the 

high mortality rate in those frogen Pegions. Gold extracted from the : 
Kolyma deposits is sent to the port of Neagadan. Authorities here take 

over shipments by se, mainly to Viadivostok, 


The Soviets make no secret of the importance that they attach to Magadan. 
The Presidium of the Supreme soviet has juat made this district an "oblast," 


‘whieh depends direstly on the central government. The region gets more and 


more new inhabitents each year, gino Liberated criminals are transformed 
into “free workers"=-but always compelled to stay where they ere. 


For lack of offileiul reports, one oan reach conclusions regarding this gold 
only by piecing together such information as does leak out. This somes 

from Polish prisoners who hove exoaped from Siberia, and from German prisoners 
of wer who have recently been relsased by the USSR. The number of condemned 
prisoners assigned to geld mining in the Kolyma baain in 1953 was about 
250,000, Of these, 200,000 were used directly in the mines themselves. The 
other 50,000 were used either on upkeep of the oadnet, ox in various other 
services essential to the life of the community. 
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The technique of extrsetion bas been greatly improved during recent 
years, Mining processes ore the basis of production, Alluvial gold 
is‘not ‘ignhered, however, though production 1s much less, because of 
the large number of other minerals mixed with the gold nuggets, 


Estimates of production in the Kolyma basin are at best approximations, 
However, the labor norm required of each prisoner is known. Given this 
fact, Germans repatriated from the USSR estimate that extraction in the 
Kolym# basin alons reached four hundred tons for 1953. Some of them even 
aver that the figure reaghes 500 tons, but this is eortainly the ceiling. 


Exploitation-1s also in progress in the Urals (Diechtarka, Miassy, Revda, 
Ivdiel, Berezovsk, overdlovsk), and in the sutonomous republic of Komi 

an the eastern slope of the Urals. Management is in the hands of Uralzoloto 
(Ural Gold), 4 section of Soyourzoloto (Union Gold). The old Lena. gold- 
fields (Lena, Vitim, and Olekma. basins) is in full production of about 
fifty tons a year, 


There are rieh goin deposits inKagakhstan and the Altai mountains, and 
prospecting is now going on in Khekassa provinece and the mountainous 
center of Keumnéteki Algae Peau, © ee ce ere 


The prison camps (or deportens wlong the Yenisel (Qust-Port, Doudinka, 
Norlisk, Tojarka, Tourcukhensk) provide an important Isbor force. It is 
posalble that gold production there is quite as important as that on the 
Lena, The Yakutsk wrea, with a labor camp at QusteAdanyis another valuable 
Gold-bearing area, bulng In one sense a prolongation of the Lena basin, 

All along the Angara river, there sre gold deposits which are being worked, 
This continues to a point near the Baikal metntedis, The prisofis of 
Kranoyarsk, vansk, Tlanskii, Bratek, and Irkutsk provide thousdnés of forced 
laborers. The. “tepsibzolote” “(west otherian Gold) trust manages the gold« 
bearing region along the lower course of the Obi, In the vicinity of 
Nevosilbirsk. ee ar ge Te e i or Ea ene 


Léss productive deposits are located inthe prepublles of Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, Tadghikistan, and Kireiztan, Vigorous prospecting ta~ going 
Torword In Kamehutne und the Churohd, salneula. The somps “in thege 
desolate regions suggest thet enere 1a votive development of tts ‘gold 
vesources, Pa [ee ames . 
Af the figure of 400 tons of gold production for the Kolyma basin in 1953 
is accepted, it 1s reasonuble to suppose ‘thag 2do tons additional are being 
mined elsevkeve. in other words, the UM weuld then be producing 600. tons. 
This gold is* stored by “ovalineHacpagor,” Under ‘prassure of avents, Malenkov 
has ‘commenced to disgorge some of the gold in the vaults of the Goshank, But 
sale of gold ageinat. forelgn purchases would not really affect the precious. 
metal reserve of ‘the USSR, which hes now become the main gold=producing 
country of the world. | | le ee SE OR Shep re 
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